
ESD COVER 

New NY Broadband Program  

Mapping Primer 
Identify and Map Eligible Census Blocks  
 



New NY Broadband Program Resources 
 

 

You will find Lists A, B and C here 

To access the Lists of Census Blocks, visit the “Phase 2” page of the New NY Broadband Program website:   
www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2 
 

 

http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2
http://www.nysbroadband.ny.gov/new-ny-broadband-program/phase-2


Filtering The Lists of Census Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Step 1: Open the Excel 
version of either the 
Unserved, Underserved, 
or Adjacent Census 
Blocks 



Filtering The Lists of Census Blocks 
 

 

 

 

 

Step 2: 
Select the Filter you 
would like to use by 
clicking the Filter 
Box in the lower 
right of the Header 

Filter Box 



Filtering The Lists of Eligible Census Blocks 
 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Click the 
‘Select All’ box to 
uncheck all entries 



Filtering The Lists of Eligible Census Blocks 
 

 

 

 

 

Step 4: Select the 
geographies you wish 
to view.  Click ‘OK’ 



Mapping Your Project Area  

You can use a variety of Geographic Information System (GIS) software 
to open the eligible block lists, select out Census Blocks of interest and 
save them to an Excel compatible CSV file.  

The process of loading and showing blocks, selecting blocks of interest 
and saving the corresponding CSV file is demonstrated in QGIS (free 
and Open Source).   

 

QGIS can be downloaded here: 
https://www.qgis.org/en/site/forusers/download.html. 
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Using QGIS to Map Your Project Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the Add vector layer dialog 
(Ctrl+Shift+V) to add ESD shapefiles 
to your QGIS display. 



Using QGIS to Map Your Project Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right click on your vector layer and 
select Properties.  This allows you to 
style your selected layer. 



Using QGIS to Map Your Project Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are 
navigation tools to 
help you move 
around the map 

This is the 
manual 
selection 
tool.  You 
can draw a 
polygon 
and select 
blocks. 

This is the select by 
attributes tool.  It will 
help you build a 
query to select 
blocks. 



Using QGIS to Map Your Project Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use selection tools to highlight 
Census Blocks of interest (shown 
in yellow). 



Using QGIS to Map Your Project Area  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use Layer, Save As CSV file and save 
as an Excel compatible CSV file.  The 
CSV file can then be loaded for 
additional analysis in Microsoft Excel. 



Questions or Comments? 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

Alison Bates 
Director, Finance and Structuring  

Broadband Program Office 
Alison.Bates@esd.ny.gov 
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